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Problem Statement
The typical American prison has an uneven predominance of individuals from a lower socioeconomic status (Butler, 2013). Although the justice system advocates for equality as one of its main principles, individuals with a lower socioeconomic status who cannot afford top-paid attorneys often face harsher sentences and poor representation. Butler (2013) concluded that the capabilities of one’s attorney influence the legal proceedings and outcomes, stating that increasing the quality of one’s defense lowers the mean amount of time spent in incarceration. Poorer individuals cannot afford such high-quality legal defense and are therefore condemned to public defenders or low-quality legal counsel. Although public defenders are an attempt by the American justice system to ensure that each individual is accorded legal representation despite their socio-economic status, they continue to be associated with negative legal outcomes due to a lack of quality. Furthermore, public defenders are poorly remunerated and have to represent a significantly overwhelming number of cases. Consequently, they are constantly overworked, which could explain their inability to provide adequate legal representation to poor defendants.
Furthermore, poor individuals often face harsher sentences in the American justice system. An appropriate example of this can be seen in the legal outcomes for African Americans who represent a huge number of the poor people in the United States. Poor African Americans often face longer and more severe sentences for similar crimes, especially compared to whites. For instance, the use of “crack” cocaine, which is common among individuals from poor neighborhoods in the United States, is awarded worse punishment compared to the form of cocaine that is predominantly used by individuals from higher socio-economic backgrounds (Palamar et al., 2015). Furthermore, poor individuals who cannot afford top-paid quality attorneys are often forced to take guilty pleas because they are intimidated with unfairly worse sentences if they do not accept this alternative (Butler, 2013). Consequently, more needs to be done by the American justice system to eliminate such disparities in legal outcomes due to socio-economic status.
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